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(Mtillon they were on the verge of considering a compromise with
the Corsican. Ludwig again feared a premature peace.

Then the war took a rapid turn in favour of the Allies. In
several battles at the end of February and in March Napoleon was
made to realize that his greatly reduced army was exhausted from
continual marching and was no longer capable of holding its
ground for any length of time.

Ludwig rejoiced at the good news. In Munich, however, things
were different. Whilst the Crown Prince 'without a drop having
passed his lips, was drunk with ecstasy' upon hearing of the
victories in France and had the words 'Beharrlichkeit, Teutschheit,
Sieg' engraved on his sword, he became sobered again when seated
at the King's table, at which Montgelas was also present. He
simply could not understand them. How could anyone still hold
to Napoleon? The King was his father, but nevertheless Ludwig's
anger rose: 'It is a sad thing to be full of joy which one may not
show/ he wrote to Therese,1 'to be forced like an actor to hide
one's expression from one's own father. ... I should be deeply
grieved if such a situation should arise between Max and myself.
The attitude adopted in childhood is reproduced later. Relations
have grown very strained.

Full of envy, Ludwig watched the career of the Crown Prince
of Wiirttemberg, who had been responsible for the unhappy
marriage of his sister Charlotte. Now he was advancing on Paris,
becoming famous whilst Ludwig was forced by his father to stay
at home: 'I am the only one of the young Gorman princes who
has not fought in this holy cause (who was not permitted to do
so).'

Victories continued, and on 3ist March the Allies entered
Paris, close on the heels of the defeated French army. Then came
news that Napoleon had been dethroned. When tin; Princes
declared that there would be no more negotiations with Napoleon
or with any of his kind, Ludwig exclaimed: 'Thanks be to God
a thousand times. As far as we human beings can foretell,
Napoleon will rule no more.'

Shortly afterwards, Napoleon signed the document declaring
his 'unconditional abdication1, as the Allies had dictated.

Now that there was no longer a war to be waged, and Napoleon
was overthrown and banished to the Island of Elba, there could

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to Crown Princess Therese, Munich, 27th March,
Munich H.A.